Our Arizona Mission Trip: Full of Sand, Memories, and Growth in Christ
By Emily Hardie (’17)
The idea of travelling to Arizona was intriguing to me– going on a trip across part of the country to a Navajo
reservation almost 1,500 miles away with a group comprised mostly of college students. But upon further inspection
and introspection, I realized it was really so much more than that. Although, to be honest, I didn’t grasp the full
meaning until it was time to leave Arizona.
Before we left Murray, months of planning and fundraising went into the trip. Being poor college students, we
questioned how we would be able to go on such an experience, but between October and April, we were blessed
with donations given and money raised, so that each one of us could go. Finally on May 15th, Christen Johnson,
Breanna Clark, Josh Owen, Lizzie Cribbs, and I, along with Brad Brauser and Mike Kerrick, left MCF in a van,
bound for Winslow, Arizona and Red Sands Christian Mission. For four of us, it was the first time we had ever gone
on a mission trip, and personally, I really had very little knowledge as to what lay before us. But we all brought
open and willing hearts in service.
The approximately 22 hour trip there and back, along with the numerous stops and nights spent on church floors
together, allowed the group to become closer to one another in more ways than just physical proximity. Being able
to stop at places like the Oklahoma City Memorial on the way down and the Grand Canyon before we returned
home, further enriched the experience.
Despite my uncertainty regarding what lay before us, when we arrived at First Baptist Church in Winslow, we were
greeted with warmth from the Snyder missionary family, our group leaders from Ohio, and a group of eight women
from Pittsburgh who were sharing the same week with us. It was amazing how close our groups came in such a
short time and was impressed when the missionaries commented that we gelled better than any other group they had
seen. It amazed me how the groups from all over the country who had just met, could have so much in common
from our love in Christ. Together we became one large group to serve the Lord.
The mission work comprised of two main parts: working with the homeless in the city of Winslow, and working at
the Red Sands School- a Christian school on the edge of the Navajo reservation. With a 70% unemployment rate,
Winslow is a city with a significant homeless population, so we began our mission work there. Inviting homeless to
a church, we served them food we prepared, along with taking the opportunity to eat and speak with them. Hearing
of their personal stories of brokenness and strife was moving, but what was even more significant to me was how
God gave me words to respond to their stories with an explanation of the love of Christ. Another day we prepared
sandwiches to give to the homeless along with blankets and other supplies. We took it to them where they lived and
prayed with them there. It was amazing to see where they lived and their gratitude for what we had given them.
For the other work of the trip we spent it out at Red Sands Church and School. We were given the task of beginning
the demolition of a building that was not to code, so that the school could build a replacement. We ripped out much
of the inside of the building along with tearing off the majority of the roof during our time there. It was hot work out
in the desert sun, but it was rewarding to see that we were making a difference!
Going on a mission trip, I had assumed that the point of the trip
would be God working through us to do his will. What I had not
realized, was that part of the significance of the trip was God
working in all of us. It struck me how God chose to use each one
of us along with our strengths to glorify Him. It was a truly
moving and amazing experience full of memories of seeing God
work and to grow personally and collectively in Christ.
Thank you to each person that supported us in this mission!

Student Perspective
By Breanna Clark (’18)
College can be a bit scary. It is like entering a whole new world, especially for someone who grew up in a church
with parents who want you to grow close to God. College has been a time that has tested my faith and when I started
school everything was my choice. I no longer had my parents telling me I have to go to church every Sunday, and
they weren’t there to ask me what I was doing every weekend. When I first started college I chose to look for a
campus ministry and I had no clue what it would be like. One of the first places I came across was Murray Christian
Fellowship, a place I now call home. Going to MCF for the first time made me a little nervous. It was one of my first
interactions with a group of college students and they were nothing but friendly and welcoming. Since that first day I
found a place of comfort and a place full of students who were aiming for the same goal I was: to grow closer to God.
Living at home, the only time I set aside time for worship and learning about God was on Sunday. Going off to
college I was worried what direction my faith would go, but being involved in MCF just made my faith stronger. I
was worshiping God and learning more about God on Sunday and Wednesday, and I was spending my Friday nights
surrounded by people who loved God and loved each other. I started building relationships with people at MCF as my
relationship with God was getting stronger. I learned that Sunday was not the only day to set aside time with God, but
everyday there should be time with God. I have learned from Mike that we are here to serve God every day. There are
parts of life that are very important such as my education, and having friends and family to love and support me. The
most important thing to have is a relationship with God because through him I can face whatever challenge is thrown
at me each day. He gives me joy and love everyday and wants me to share that love and joy to others. College is a
time of growth and a time to learn and prepare for my future. Murray Christian Fellowship has shown me that it is
also a time to grow in my faith and be a light to others on campus by sharing Gods love and joy to them.

Breanna, at Grand Canyon National Park
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How great is our God! Sing with me. How great are you God!
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Courtney Carlton ('13) to Greyson Taylor on 4/22/16

There are so many things I can share with you about the Greatness of God impacting the lives of MCF students and
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Finally, alumni, family and friends have taken a big step into the greatness of God's long term relationship with
MCF. I'm excited to report the beginning of the Murray Christian Fellowship Endowment. This endowmnet fund
will generate usable interest that will allow MCF to provide many different kinds of support for students:
scholarships, internships, development projects and other opportunities to display God's greatness.
God is so great, so strong and so mighty … I wonder what God is going to do this coming year!
Peace,
Mike Kerrick
Campus Minister

God has blessed Murray Christian Fellowship greatly over the years with many
amazing and talented people, who have a heart for campus ministry here at MSU. We
specifically want to celebrate the life of Glynn Mangold ('74), one of the first
generation MCF students. Glynn realized, i.e. made real, the heart and character of a
man who loved Jesus, whose hope was in Jesus and whose life reflected Jesus. He
never stopped believing in Jesus and his promises and in turn never stopped serving
others out of that faith. One of those people is campus minister Mark Whited ('77)
who shares this tribute,
DISTINGUISHED: The Life and Death of Dr. Glynn Mangold By Mark Whited
September 11, 1952 – May 25, 2016
Glynn first distinguished himself to me when I was a freshman at Murray State. His
deep love for Jesus and others made him one of the “cool” upperclassmen at MCF.
I saw him go the extra mile many times greatly encouraging and coming alongside others whether they were
struggling with their studies or with their faith in Jesus. Glynn poured into some whom I might easily have
considered a “lost cause”. But Glynn didn’t ever see them that way, which resulted in these fellow students and
friends going to new heights in their work and faith.
While Glynn worked his way to became a full professor in MSU’s College of Business, his enthusiastic mentoring
of countless students and faculty colleagues was an on-going passion. To top it all off, in 2013, Glynn received
MSU’s highest award for Research and in 2015, their highest award for Teaching.
Throughout Glynn’s prolific career at MSU, he boldly and graciously lived out his faith in Christ. Glynn’s
infectious love and deep conviction was obvious to all, even to those who may not have affirmed his allegiance to
Jesus.
Glynn’s MCF Campus Minister, Dean Ross, was a major visionary for him in being such potent salt and light in
the university environment, not only at MSU but at UTKnoxville where he continued his degree programs. When
he returned to Murray, it was a great gift for Glynn to serve on the MCF Board of Directors for several years,
bringing fresh insights and inspiration during his tenure.
Lastly, Glynn greatly distinguished himself by prominently cherishing his wife, Melissa, and being a devoted
father to their son, Michael. It was obvious to all that they played a central significant role in his life, ministry and
career.
“Thank you, God, for the faithful life of Glynn Mangold.
May all those who were touched by his life,
greatly carry the torch of your love and Good News!”
Glynn (and his family) continue to serve the students at MSU through
the memorial gifts given in his honor to the MCF Endowment and
we greatly appreciate all those gifts and look forward to the blessings
they will generate in MSU students' lives.
Melissa shares that “Glynn often mentioned how much encouragement it was to know so many people, including
those affiliated with MCF, were praying for him.” I have no doubts that the best accolade Glynn has or will ever
receive will be from our Father in heaven saying 'Well done, my son, my good and faithful servant'. Our prayers
and comfort go out to Melissa and Michael. May the Holy Spirit embrace you with all love and mercy.

BREAKING NEWS!

House Projects

Murray Christian Fellowship Endowment
Bill Call states, “The MCF Board has been encouraged to
develop a long-term funding mechanism such as an
endowment, to help provide for future funding needs …
(through) the Murray-Calloway County Community
Foundation, which is a branch of or member of the Community
Foundation of West Kentucky. The MCCCF handles all the
administrative work for endowments for non-profit
organizations … The "Murray Christian Fellowship
Endowment" has now been set up through the Foundation”.
Furthermore, MCF has already exceeded the initial start up
amount needed for the Endowment. If you would like to
participate in the MCF Endowment program through a onetime gift, establishing a percentage of life insurance or part of
your estate planning, please contact us at (270) 753-7356 or
email feloship@gmail.com
Thanks be to God for this long-range endeavor of MCF's
ministry to Murray State students.

We’re going paperless in 2017!!!
If you have an email address, we would like to start sending
electronic newsletters and updates to you! Please send us a
quick email at feloship@gmail.com to make sure we have
your contact information correct, and then you should be
hearing from us soon!

Murray Christian Fellowship
1508 Chestnut St
Murray, KY 42071
Address Service Requested
Visit our website:
www.mcfhouse.org

Taking LARGE donations for …
 Girls’ House roof replacement
The initial quote is twice the amount
of the stated GAP appeal's estimated
amount!

Please seriously consider
giving to this project; we
can’t do it without your help.
Thank you!!!

Meet MCF's Newest Intern!
By Christen Johnson (’16)
Growing up as a minister’s kid is not easy and as a
result, I had always rejected the idea of going into
ministry or serving in any kind of role in the church.
But, God has another plan and placed Murray Christian
Fellowship in my life. MCF has been my home away
from home during all four years of my college career.
The Fellowship has encouraged me through the difficult
times and enabled me to minister to others by providing
me the opportunity to serve alongside students on the
Servant Team.
Serving on the Servant Team for three years and being
able to minister to students within our ministry and those
on campus gradually made me fall in love with doing
ministry. God has strategically placed people in my life
and opportunities in my path that are allowing
me to fall in line with God’s will for my life.
Though I have graduated with a degree in Fine Arts, I am choosing to give one more year back to MCF in
order to help minister to the women in our ministry. I will be the Women’s Ministry Intern so that I can be of
service to any need in our ministry for the coming year. I will be leading a women’s bible study, volunteering
with the Women’s Center on Murray State University’s campus, and I will be available for mentoring and
counseling as needed. I am excited to come alongside Mike and help him out in any way that I can.
I can see amazing things being put into place by our Creator that make me so excited to jump into the school
year. I appreciate everyone’s prayers and support as I begin my journey with this specific kind of ministry.

Congratulations to our
2015-16 Graduates!
Joy Beth DeWitt,
Amanda Gullett, Megan Gullett,
Emily Henry, Ellen Jarvis,
Christen Johnson, Ali Jones,
Josh Jones, Nancy Lewis,
and Amber Phillips

2016 Arizona team: Mike Kerrick, Josh Owen, Christen
Johnson, Lizzie Cribbs, Breanna Clark, Emily Hardie,
and Brad Brauser

Joy Beth Dewitt

Emily Henry

Amber Phillips with
Mike Kerrick

Nancy Lewis, Christen Johnson, Ali
Jones, and their friends

