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MCF 2012 Annual Report 

Life with God at MCF 

 

Year in Review 

 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 

God lives in us and His love is made complete in us. 

This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us: He has given us His 

Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior 

of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that  

Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the 

Day of Judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.  There is no fear in love. But perfect 

love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 

The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

We love because He first loved us. 

Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does 

not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,  

cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 

And He has given us this command: 

Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

1 John 4:11-21 

Love is … one of THE most defining characteristics of God.  Love is also one of THE most 

fundamental dynamics to the ethics of following Jesus.  Love is ...  Love is difficulty wonderful, 

amazingly mysterious.  Love is the most powerful choice one can make: to Love the Lord your God 

with Heart Soul Strength and Mind; to Love neighbors, enemies, the least of these – homeless, 

impoverished, rich and deluded, angry and bitter, the unlovable by societies standards. This is the 

way we strive to live life with God at MCF. 

Fall Semester 

    Love is … Our T-shirt design this year says it all.  Love is a present tense verb of being – 

how we are, who we are, and what we do.  Each area of our ministry is addressed in this T-shirt 

design: Outreach on campus and our Friday Night Events, Inreach to the Fellowship in prayer and 

worship, Service to God and to others happened in such ways that Love had opportunity to move and 

have existence in all these moments and activities. Whether giving away free food to students out on 

campus to sharing a meal as a small group, love was the main course. 
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At Murray Christian Fellowship 

Love is …. 

 

 

 

…what we Say 
… when we Move 

… how we Play 

… that He 

sent His only 

Son, Jesus … 

“God loved the 

world so much…” 

 

… why we Pray ! 

… who we Serve 

We love because  

Jesus first loved us. 
1 John 4.19 
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For Fall Retreat, we focused on how Love is essential for community – ‘coming together in 

unity by living life in intentional loving ways’.  We looked at the essential and inherent nature of 

being with (CO-) each other in life and that demands Comm-unication.  To enhance our time and 

talk together, God has established practices where we can encounter the presence of our Triune God 

– Communion is one of those times/places/sacred spaces in our life. When all of these factors 

come together in the Name of Jesus, then we experience, what I like to call… 

[ (Co - mm) union ] – ity.  We used this artwork for our Fall Retreat T-

shirt to visually portray our ‘coming together in understanding and unity’ as we 

interact with the infinite unity of the Father Son Spirit perpetuated in the church. 

 

Spring Semester 
    We continued our study of Love – primarily looking into the Old Testament covenants and how 

each promise was a different manifestation of God’s love in this world and progressed to THE 

covenant manifestation of God’s love – Jesus. 

    Winter Retreat at Washington, IN was a great breath of fresh air for our students.  The theme 

providentially coincided with our theme of love; we focused on several Spiritual Disciplines of 

Worship – silence, fasting, Lectio Divina – as means to express our love to God and to encounter 

God’s love toward us. 

    A Special note goes toward Hailey Buth who put 

on a program for her YNL class that involved our 

World Vision Child, Franklin.  She transformed 

the back worship area into a recycle dump to expose 

MCF to a glimpse of the life of Franklin and some 

of the life challenges he faces daily.  This program 

involved collecting a generous offering from the 

students for Franklin! 

 

 

 

Numbers at a Glance 

MCF follows the demographics of the university.  There was a 3 to 1 ratio of female to male 

students in attendance this past year.  Wednesday night Synergy held steady around 34 while 

Sunday night went from an average of 8 in the Spring to 12 in the Fall.  As always, Friday Night 

Events were very popular and exciting this year reaching a high of 52.  Our Fall Retreat attendance 

remained consistent around 27 while the Winter Retreat doubled in size with 14! We are proud to 

say that MCF graduated 14 students this year. 

    One thing to keep in mind when it comes to attendance is the influence of class schedules on our 

students.  Inevitably, there will be 6-10 students affected by night classes, internships, or student 

teaching each semester that creates challenges for them in their attendance of MCF events.  

Fluctuation and flexibility are the two words best to describe attendance in campus ministry; what 

numbers do not show is the deep relational connection established.  While students are away from 

the Fellowship because of responsibilities, their hearts and voices are still with us; that’s what makes 

this place so special and allows people to come home and feel welcomed right back into life at MCF. 
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Campus Minister 

    Year 5 here at MCF is best described by the word Perseverance, or as a professor of mine once 

said, “to keep on keeping on”.  There comes a time – possibly several times – in any long term event 

(a marathon, doing a 10K piece puzzle, threading a needle) when a person reaches a limit and a 

choice is needed to be made. Do I stop, or keep on keeping on?  Year 5 in ministry seems to be one 

of those years for most people.  The initial excitement and energy surge of beginning a new season 

of life with people has leveled off and life has become steady, possibly even ordinary and routine.  

That’s when God inspires us, breathes new life into our old lungs and keeps us keeping on.  The 

Spirit inspired James to write these words: 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,  

whenever you face trials of many kinds,  

because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
 

Let perseverance finish its work  

so that you may be mature and complete,  

not lacking anything. 

James 1:2-4 

    As I reflect on the ministry of MCF, I see how God has been moving in 

and out of the ordinary lives of the students.  Day to day, day after day, 

God has been showing us the value of loving each person and letting love 

rule each moment.  There have been times of comfort and joy, moments 

of conflict and reconciliation, panic attacks as well as the sound of 

silence.  Through out all of these times, in some very ordinary ways – like 

a cup of coffee, a couch on campus, or a note played from a guitar – God’s 

Faithfulness and Gracefulness has inspired us all “to keep on keeping on”.   

For this, I am thankful and grateful for another year at MCF. 

    James also speaks of maturation and completeness.  This year I was blessed to officiate at 3 

weddings of our students and recent graduates as well as witnessing another wedding.  In addition, 

several of our current students and recent graduates have been accepted into internships and 

graduate studies.  I bring this to light to show that MCF plays such an important role in preparing 

faithful followers of Jesus for life after Murray State days. 

I’m excited to report that relations with MSU are strong and doing well.  MCF has had several 

students in the new YNL (Youth Non-Profit Leadership) program.  With that has come the 

opportunity for MCF to be an approved site for students to do course projects as well as semester 

long internships through MSU! 

 

Mike’s ministry goals for 2012: 

 To get active in our faith – intentional actions of love to “non” Christians 

 To facilitate Faith Broadening Experiences within the many Christian traditions 

 To continue to initiate and participate in unity-forming events with other campus ministries 

 

 

 

 

Let perseverance 

finish its work so 

that you may be 

mature and 

complete, not 

lacking anything. 
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It has been my 

goal to show 

people that 

THEY are the 

outreach, not the 

posters or the 

Facebook posts 

or the fun events 

we have. 

Student Service Team 

The goals of the 2012 Student Service Team: 

 Getting Out on Campus 

 Be More Aware of Each Other 

 Get Our Hands Dirty 

Staff  

Staff members serve for one year 

(January to December – with the summer 

off!) in a volunteer servant-leadership 

position.  Each Staff member is 

responsible for one Zone of the ministry.   

The Zones are: 

 Outreach – The Outreach Servant, Hailey 

Buth, focuses on coordinating events that provide an opportunity to go out 

and bring in non-Christian students into life at MCF.  This area of ministry is in charge of the 

Front Porch.  

 Inreach – The Inreach Servant’s job is to make every student who comes through the door feel 

welcomed and included.  Some areas of concentration include coordinating worship for Sundays 

and Wednesdays, working with the adoption coordinator (an intentional matching of older 

students with newer students) and making sure people feel like a part of the community. Ashlee 

Futrell accepted this servant position. 

 Service - This position entwines the other two.  If anyone else on the serving team needs help 

on projects or events, those extra hands are filled by the Service position, held by Molly 

Thompson, either personally or by enabling other people in the Fellowship to serve.  By this very 

nature, the Service position is busy with meetings - Round Table (the weekly Servant Team time 

with the Campus Minister), Board meetings (serving as the student representative), and any other 

ministry meeting that takes place. 

 

OUTREACH by Hailey Buth (’13) and Matt Terrell (’15)  

      It seems as if 2012 just started; to realize it’s over is mind-blowing. MCF has had another year, 

and with that comes a year’s worth of experiences and growth. As the 

Outreach team, it has been very cool to see all of the new students 

coming in! However, our focus of outreach has been more about 

building relationships with others than about bringing in numbers.  

     Francis Chan taught a sermon once about how so many Christians try 

and try to bring a friend to church, thinking it will bring them to God. 

Once they get their friend to come to church, however, the Christian 

completely backs off, thinking they have accomplished their mission. 

This is so wrong! I think it is important to encourage people to build 

relationships with others as opposed to simply bringing them to MCF 

(not that that would be bad) so that they can invest in people’s lives and 

show them Christ that way. It would be so easy to think the job is done 

once they got to MCF; MCF is not what brings people to Christ though, 
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but rather it is God working in the hearts of others and through the people of MCF. We want people 

to come to MCF, if that is the best place for them, but more importantly we want them to know 

Christ. 

      It has been my goal to show people that they are the outreach, not the posters or the Facebook 

posts or the fun events we have. It begins with them, and that is how I have been trying to encourage 

them this past year. We had a small outreach team called “Mission Possible,” that is comprised of a 

couple students, just to get it off the ground. It was their job to hang up posters when asked and to 

help plan events, etc. This was done to start with a few students and empower them to reach out, 

intentionally going out and practicing outreach’s new focus. They helped with an event we had this 

semester that went wonderfully called Couch on Campus.   What we did was we took a few 

couches from the back, along with a 

couple of tables and a rug, and set them up 

on Carr Health’s front lawn. We would 

then pass out hot cocoa and talk with 

students that walked by, inviting them to 

sit with us and telling them about MCF. 

This was a pretty different way of getting 

MCF’s name out there, and it also gave 

us an opportunity to really talk with the 

people who passed by as we asked them 

to sit and chat. It had a great turnout and 

was such a fun and MCF-ish way of 

doing things! 

   Looking back on this past year there were so many other events, projects, and happenings that 

could be highlighted, but that was by far the best. It was a great way to practice treating people like 

friends, rather than like a number to add to our masses. I am really happy with how things have 

played out for the year, and I hope that you are pleased with what you hear as well! I ask that you 

continue to pray for MCF, as we learn and grow together in fellowship, and hope to bring new 

people into that fellowship as well. 

 

INREACH by Ashlee Futrell Young (’13) and Amber Phillips (’16) 

    Murray Christian Fellowship is a great place to kick your shoes off 

and hear the word of God. I see this happen every Wednesday at 

Synergy. It goes to show that college students feel comfortable at MCF 

and want to hear the gospel. 

   This year has been a wonderful year full of changes. 

We lost some hardworking graduates, but gained 

many bright-eyed freshmen. Several freshman and 

sophomores were adopted by older girls and guys at 

MCF where they were mentored and had fun 

together. Small groups decreased in the Fall, but I 

pray that the new Inreach coordinator will bring about 

good change to small groups which will bring people 

together who are intentional in their faith and 

relationships. 

College students 

feel comfortable 

at MCF and 

want to hear the 

gospel. 
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service to 

the people 

and service 

within the 

ministry  

    Worship teams and Fern Terrace were headed up by my wonderful partner, Amber Phillips (‘16). 

She worked very hard this year and I have seen her grow with our Lord. She is dedicated to the 

ministry of MCF and is joining the team again next year in Outreach. I thank our awesome Lord 

daily for her and I know He has big plans to use Amber in Outreach. With worship teams, we have 

dedicated musicians who play their heart out for God. Fern Terrace is a joy for MCF to go to, and 

I'm very glad that we can go there each week which reminds me that we will have a special person 

on staff who will focus on Fern Terrace! We are excited to have her doing that for the glory of God. 

     As this semester closes, I want to share with you Micah 6:8, and I pray this for the next servant 

team.  - "... to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly..." 

 

SERVICE by Molly Thompson (’14) and Robert Tortorelli (’14)  

    For my term working with the service aspect of the leadership team, I tried to emphasize on 

service to the people and service within the ministry.  I wanted to develop a way to “Enlist” the 

members of MCF to get involved and have a part within the ministry and to not just be an observer.    

I developed a fish feeding calendar and schedule so that the fish were cared for and many students 

could be involved.  However small feeding of the fish is, it is also a very 

important task.  

    I also planned a “Giving-back-to-the-people-who-give-to-us Night” by 

providing babysitting services to the members of Community Christian Church 

and First Christian Church of Murray for a night.   That was an interesting 

service activity because it brought a chance for the newer and older members of 

MCF to come together for this night and volunteer their services to our 

supporters and get to know the families that are behind us.     

    Robert was also very helpful on our service team this year and was focused on our mission of the 

service within.   If anybody doesn’t know Robert, he is our very own MacGyver.  He was focused on 

making sure that MCF was physically okay.  If anything was broken, he was two steps ahead of you 

finding a way to make something better or more aesthetically pleasing.  He even planned several 

yard work days that brought the MCF community together to go out and make MCF look snazzy.   

    I think that this was a successful year with the service team working together with Outreach and 

Inreach.  It’s going to be cool to see what the service team brings us next year! 

 

Extendo-Staff 

    The Extendo-Staff worked well with the Staff this year.  There was a Team focus based on Jesus 

sending out the disciples in pairs.  For Outreach, Matt Terrell was teamed up with Hailey Buth; 

Inreach had Amber Philips with Ashlee Futrell; Service was Robert Tortorelli and Molly Thompson.  

This approach evened out the responsibilities and work load and provided a wonderful mentoring 

relationship for the students.  All three team mates are moving into Staff roles and continuing to 

serve MCF on Servant Team 2013. 
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Ministry Model 

Each year, we realize that having a campus house is not only one of our major ongoing blessings 

and places to experience life, but it is also a place that can keep us off campus.  What this means is 

that we use our campus house very well to build community, provide safety, and create ownership 

and connection with the ministry of MCF.  This fits really well into the Murray State Residential 

Colleges model.  But it also means that we have to “get out of the House and go do something!”  

The following model is a diagram of how this dynamic occurs at MCF. 

MCF has four Areas: 
 Front Yard:  This is our area of overlap 

with the larger community of MSU.  Our 

on-campus presence exists here in our 

partnership with other campus ministries 

through United Campus Ministry 

Association (UCMA) and Outreach events 

that take place on campus – ex. food 

giveaways, couch on campus, etc.  This is 

where we work together with MESS and 

other student organizations and with MSU 

events (Great Beginnings, MLK Jr. Day of 

Service, etc.) 

 Front Porch:  Is the place where we meet other students in the community of Murray 

State.  Front Porch activities might include cookouts, game nights, or any other Outreach 

event where those who don’t know us get to meet us. 

 Living Room:  In the Living Room, students become part of and share in fellowship – as a 

group of Christ followers.  Living Room activities include Sunday and Wednesday times 

of worship and study, hanging out at the campus house, a place to gather for road trips, 

and a place to plan social events by and for MCF students. 

 Kitchen Table:  Intimate stuff happens around the Kitchen Table.  These activities include 

Roundtable, Small Groups, accountability, counseling, prayer sessions, etc. 

    We meet students in the Front Yard and then invite them to our Front Porch events, walk with 

them into the Living Room and meet at the Kitchen.  Students return to places throughout the house 

and out on campus to continue the flow.  This house model emulates what Jesus did when he 

“dwelt/tabernacled/moved-into-the neighborhood” (cf. Jn 1.14) in order to give us hope and teach us 

how to share that hope. 

Front Yard 

Front Porch 

Living Room 

Kitchen 
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Large Group Meetings 

Our goals are: 
 To provide students with 

in-depth, relevant 

Biblical teaching about 

the Christian faith and 

life as a follower of Jesus 

within a fellowship of 

believers. 

 To provide students with 

the opportunities to 

partner with the Spirit in 

their own growth and 

ministry to Murray State 

University. 

 To provide students with the means and motivation to continue their development within and 

toward the Church by cultivating character, providing models/techniques for education, and 

service training for leadership roles in the Church. 

With all this in mind, MCF works hard to make sure that our large group meetings are God- 

centered, scripturally sound, relevant and interactive so that the students can live out the Christian 

faith in their daily lives at MSU and in future settings.  

Our rhythm is to introduce a verse/topic/concept on Wednesday night in a corporate worship 

setting and then study/discuss that passage in depth on Sunday night.  Sunday nights are also the 

time we consistently celebrate Communion as a fellowship.  But throughout the semester, we 

celebrate and participate in some moving experiences around the Lord’s Table on Wednesday nights 

as well. 

Synergy 

    Defined: (from the Greek syn-ergos, συνεργός – meaning working together) is the term used to 

describe a situation where different entities cooperate advantageously for a final outcome. 

Simply put, it means that the whole is greater than the sum of the individual parts. This is what 

happens on Wednesday nights when the times of worship with song, worship in the Word and 

worship through relationships come together and partner with God in making Life Happen in the 

Spirit. 

Sunday Night Service 

    While Synergy focuses on the “spiritual milk” that keeps us healthy, Sunday Night Service 

takes a deeper look into scripture and provides good healthy discussion or spiritual formation 

events that correspond with the focus of that week.  On a typical night we look at the text from 

the first century culture and language, using historical literary criticism by the church.  We also 

discuss how the text intersects with our lives here and now and for the future and encourages us 

to get practical with what we are learning. 
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Missions 

   One of MCF’s mottos is that our Fellowship will be a “Home away from Home” for you while at 

MSU.  Well, there is a “home away from MCF” at Navajo Trails Mission (now under the care of 

Lifeline 

Christian 

Missions).  

MCF made 

another trip 

to Red 

Sands to be 

with our 

Navajo 

family.  This 

year 10 

students 

went to Arizona for a week of worship and service among our friends and family at Red Sands.  As 

in the past, one of the most impacting experiences was going into town with Dawn Springer to serve 

The Least of These Ministries – which focuses on serving the homeless of Winslow.   

    As always, being with the children was a 

highlight.  Now, through Lifeline, one can 

sponsor a Navajo Trails child.  With the change 

in ministerial administration came the addition 

of Brian and Barb Snyder as full time 

missionaries.  They are wonderful people and I 

look forward to many more years of service 

along side them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MCF Personnel 

Administrative Assistant                   

By Jaclyn Tompkins (‘00) 

As many of you know, the administrative assistant position was born right around the time that I 

quit teaching school to be home with baby Luke.  What a blessing it has been to our family.  I’ve not 

been a student at MCF in over a decade and here it is, still providing several kinds of support to me 

and my family.   

From my perspective, MCF seems to have a committed group of students who prefer to do a 

FEW things BETTER than have their hands in MANY activities and not do them well.  The team 

approach where each Staff person has a righthand man/woman is really working.  The creativity 

around here never ceases to amaze me. 
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On the homefront, we have 6 ½ year old Luke in first grade, 4 ½ year old Norah in preschool, 

and 2 year old Caroline at home (or MCF) with me.  And yes, she is another Destructor, but not to 

the degree her brother was.  It came to my attention that I needed to be taking action to keep my 

teaching certification, so this year MCF graciously allowed me to take a long-term substitute 

position in August and September.  This stint along with another long-term position in February and 

March allows me to keep my certification.   

  

Alumni Relations Committee (ARC) 

    The purpose of this committee is to maintain and enhance relationship between MCF and alumni 

through communication, involvement and challenges.   

The committee consists of a  

 Committee Chair 2 yr term: Jaclyn (Ellis) Tompkins (’00) 

 Board Rep 1 yr term: Joel Cates (’09,’11) 

 General Committee Members 1 yr term: Amanda (Rudolph) Pennington (’09), Brad Brauser 

(’10), Kristin Taylor (’01) 

The responsibilities include: 

 Communicating in MCF newsletter and other publications updates on life status of 

alumni: personal news, employment, location, ministry happenings.  

 Organizing and implementing specific alumni events: Homecoming, Retreats, Prayer 

vigils, etc. 

 Organizing and implementing alumni projects: Fundraisers, Service Days, MCF House 

improvements, etc. 

Alumni Reunion was held again at the Ohio Valley Christian Camp (OVCC) this year and very 

well attended with many children under the age of 10.  The MCFer of the Year honor went to 

Marie Taylor for her continuing service on the Board as well as participation in the weekly ministry 

MCF has to Fern Terrace (an assisted living home). 

Speaking of Alumni… 

     No matter what year an MCF student graduated, from the founders 

of His House to the current students, MCF forms a rock-solid 

foundation of God’s Altar. The worship and mission work done by 

MCF goes on and continues to turn followers of Christ, both young 

and old, into Disciples of Christ.  

    As I moved on in my life, from a somewhat sheltered college life at 

Murray State and MCF, I have experienced the very hostile secular 

and sometimes tragic world that all must eventually enter. I have been 

greatly blessed by God and, I believe, lead through many mine fields 

and tests of faith. There have been times when I thought I could do it 

on my own, but all fail without following Christ. During these lessons, 

God reminds me to return to his Altar and remember the stones in the 

foundation placed at MCF.  
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What are the lessons in the stones?   They are the following: 

  Christianity is a relationship and not a religion.   Keep an open two-way dialog with him, but 

remember to listen. I sometimes forget to listen and/or ignore him, but he will always find another 

way to get my attention. I also have learned the hard way to be careful for what you pray for. God 

has an amazing sense of humor! He will never give you more than you can handle.  

   Christianity is better caught than taught.   I now work with a person who was raised in a church 

and burned, now claiming to be an atheist. When Christ leads, I try to express his extravagant love 

for this person and share my testimonies.  

   Salvation is free, but Discipleship is extremely expensive.   No matter where I go or what I 

choose to do, God will place me in a situation where I will have a decision to make. Follow Christ 

and allow him to work through me with many gifts and talents, or deny him and make my own way. 

I have made the wrong choice before and it always ends up in the same place. God says “Patrick, I 

love you so very much. Come back to the Altar.”     

 

    May God continue to bless MCF and its Alum with opportunities to shine the light of God for all 

and to turn out Disciples of Christ. If one finds themselves astray, remember the foundation laid at 

MCF. Return to God’s Altar and He will refresh thee. 
 

2012 Board of Directors and Trustees 

A Word from the Board    By Joel Cates (‘09, ‘11) 

    In my short time spent as a board member, I've seen good things happening 

with MCF. I've heard the good reports of what God is doing among the 

students of MSU. I've seen God's favor at work in meeting the needs of this 

ministry. And, I've seen the hard work that everyone puts in to partner with 

the Spirit and do God's work in Murray. Seeing these things in action sum up 

why I accepted the invitation to join the board of directors--MCF is a place 

where God is active and I wanted to continue to be part of this good work.  

    MCF played a key role in my college experience. I cannot properly describe what a blessing it is 

to get to continue working with this dynamic ministry. I get to serve with a wonderful group of 

people on the board as we make decisions to aid MCF as it moves forward. I have the pleasure of 

working with the Alumni Relations Committee where we're looking to better bridge the gap between 

those who are part of MCF now and those who were part of it in the past. All in all, I have the honor 

of serving a wonderful community of believers at MCF and I wouldn't trade it for anything. 

 

 

    Special thanks go to Bob Poor for the many years of service he 

gave to MCF.  His fingerprints are all over the property with many 

house maintenance and renovation projects completed by him and 

under his supervision.  Truly MCF would not look the same if it were 

not for Bob’s commitment and hard work to this ministry. 
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DIRECTORS 

TERMS EXPIRE IN 2012 

Larry Call (First Christian Church, Brookport IL) 

Bob Poor (Christian Community Church, Murray KY) 

TERMS EXPIRE IN 2013  

Janet Foster (Community Christian Church, Metropolis IL) 

William Call (Christian Community Church, Murray KY) 

TERMS EXPIRE IN 2014 

Marie Taylor (Aurora Christian Church, Aurora KY) 

Doug VanderMolen (First Christian Church, Murray KY) 

TERMS EXPIRE IN 2015  

Tom Green (Christian Community Church, Murray KY) 

Zack Browning (Reidland Christian Church, Reidland KY) 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

TERMS EXPIRE IN 2012 

Dr. Ruth Ragovin (First Christian Church, Murray KY) 

TRUSTEES  

William Call – term expires in 2013 

Marie Taylor – term expires in 2014  

Tom Green – term expires in 2012  

OFFICERS FOR 2010-2011 

Chairman – William Call  

Vice-Chair – Larry Call  

Financial Sec. – Tom Green  

Treasurer – Doug VanderMolen  

Recording Sec. – Janet Foster 

CAMPUS MINISTER  

Mike Kerrick (Aug 2008 - ) 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 

Hailey Buth and Molly Thompson 
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A Word from our Supporters 

By Doug Vander Molen 

    I’m originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan.  I graduated from University of Michigan with 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering degree (Chemical Engineering major) in 1975 and followed that 

with a Master of Business Administration in 1988 from Murray State University.  In 1983, I moved 

to Murray, KY and became involved with First Christian Church where I currently serve as an Elder.  

It was there that I was first introduced to Murray Christian Fellowship.  I have been MCF treasurer 

since 2004. 

    I am married to my wife June who teaches Adult Education at the Calloway County Adult 

Education Center.  Our son Derek currently teaches Chemistry at Williston State College in 

Williston, ND. Our daughter Bethany, who graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from Murray State 

University, currently resides in Bowling Green, KY. I currently work for Matheson Gas in Waverly, 

TN. 

    I have watched MCF grow from the time I first got involved when it only had three students 

attending.  It has grown numerically and more importantly, in spiritual maturity and leadership.  I am 

always interested in watching the program change as needs change in the students to keep 

spirituality and Christian leadership.  I look forward to continued involvement of the students as we 

all are ministers to the world. 

 

 

The MCF Facilities 

The Campus House 

    We were very blessed this year with a generous round of donations from individuals, the GAP 

membership, and supporting churches to do some much needed replacement and repairs to the roofs 

of MCF (new tin roof) and the Girls’ 

house.   

 

 

 

 

In addition, we were able to 

rebuild the overhang roof …  
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Churches

Individuals

Student Rent

Missions

Other

Key to this 

ministry is 

Relationships 

 

… AND build a new handicap accessible front porch. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Girls’ House (Whitnah 

House) 

The Girls’ House was completely full this year as MCF continues to provide very affordable 

housing for students.  If all goes according to plan, in the Summer of 2013 there will be some 

interior maintenance and upgrades to the main floor and upstairs bathrooms and the basement. 

 

Finances   

For several years now many of our supporters have been struggling financially; and still God 

continues to bless MCF through the long-standing commitments of churches and alumni and friends 

of MCF who give generously to the ministry.  Individual and Alumni giving continues to be the 

main support of the ministry with a 2:1 comparison to supporter congregations.  With this being the 

case, MCF held their first PHONE-A-THANKS-A-THON.  Unlike most telephone fundraising 

events, this event focused on thanking people more than asking for more money.  Several current 

students made over 200 calls to various people: those who have given to MCF, who consistently 

give and those who have some relationship with MCF with the potential to 

give.  Our goal was to make people aware of the work God is doing through 

them at Murray State and to encourage them in their generous sacrifices. 

 

     

FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 2012                                                   

Jan-Dec 

Churches $20,348.47 

Individuals 45,573.00 

Student Rent 12,360.00 

Missions Donations (not included above) 2,548.97 

Other 4,748.15 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 85,578.59 
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SUPPORT FROM CHURCHES                                                                     Jan-Dec 2012 

Aurora Christian Church $456.47 

Brookport First Christian Church 0.00 

Carmi First Christian Church 1,550.00 

Grapevine Christian Church 480.00 

Henshaw Christian Church 1,875.00 

LaCenter Christian Church 1,200.00 

Metropolis Community Christian Church 2,300.00 

Murray Christian Community Church 2,000.00 

Murray First Christian Church 92.00 

Murray First Christian Church  CWF 100.00 

Owensboro Christian Church 3,750.00 

Reidland Christian Church 4,020.00 

Sturgis First Christian Church                                       600.00 

Union Christian Church 1,925.00 

                                                                  TOTAL 20,348.47 

 

    The following table shows receipts and disbursements.  MCF undertook a few major projects this 

year.  This included a mission trip to Red Sands in Arizona, roof repairs to the MCF worship area, 

and renovation of the front porch on the campus house.   

 

MONTH REPORTED                                                                                      Jan-Dec 2012 

Disbursements  

Salary, Minister 43,080.00 

Salary, Admin. Asst. 7,843.92 

Phone 444.42 

Electric 3,298.63 

Other Utilities 1,470.61 

Whitnah – Electric 2,899.69 

Whitnah – Other Utilities 868.95 

Postage 629.50 

Printing 520.06 

Website Account 668.76 

Maintenance 10,386.35 

Literature 268.35 

Program 7,760.39 

Insurance 3,267.49 

Office Supplies 670.06 

Association Dues/Exp./CM 280.00 

Bank/Paypal Charges 22.93 

Retreats 1,381.92 

Missions 9,085.85 

Alumni Banquet 442.64 

CCLI License 169.00 

Accounting 373.00 

Total Disbursements 95,832.52 
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Summary 

    The 2011-12 school year was very solid, consistent and good in all aspects of the ministry.  The 

students continually adopt and adapt the way we live out the Gospel at MCF.  Lives have been 

challenged and changed to Love in ways that are difficulty wonderful, full of mystery and 

amazement.  The Alumni Relations Committee is gaining momentum. Giving has fluctuated as times 

have become more and more challenging financially. The Board of Directors is bringing in new 

participants.  Several projects have been completed to the property and facilities.  Above all, there 

was a strong, consistent, ordinary desire to Love God and to Love others in any and every way 

possible.  The 2012 year of ministry at Murray Christian Fellowship once again realized the words 

of Jesus: 

I am the vine, you are the branches;  

those who abide in Me and I in them, they bear much fruit,  

for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

John 15.5 
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